


Show them 
you can 


= become a 


sess 
= husky he-man 


I IN 7 DAYS—PLL PROVE YOU 
|] b-hy CAN BE PROUD 
i - OF YOUR BODY! 






Don’t let others take the ‘ mickey” out of you because 
of your skinny build ! Give me seven days and I'll prove 
that you'll add powerful NEW MUSCLE so fast your “4 
friends will gape with wonder! I don’t dose or doctor 
you. And I’ve no use for weights and other contraptions 
that may strain your vital inner organs. 


“DYNAMIC-TENSION ” DOES IT 


All I want you to do is apply my famous “ Dynamic- 
Tension” to the “sleeping” muscle power in your 
own body. In only 15 minutes a day you'll soon 
notice an amazing difference. Your shoulders begin 
to swell, you add inches to your chest, strengthen your 
back, give yourself a vice-like grip and mighty legs that 
never get tired ! My free 32-page book tells all about 
“Dynamic-Tension *—the natural method _ which 
changed me from a skinny weakling to twice winner of 
the title: * The World’s Most Perfectly Developed Man.” 
It shows what I'l! do for YOU! Post coupon at once to 


Charles Atlas, Dept. I7-K, Chitty St., W.I. 


FREE ! Pate t 7 
Ifazebook | SEND FOR MY FREE TRIAL OFFER 
BN 






You can 
win this 
Trophy 





1 More Weight 
1 Magnetic Personality 


‘ 
1 

| ERE'S THE KinD OF CHARLES ATLAS H 
, «—sBODY I WA Dept. I7-K, Chitty St., London, W.I. ' 
1 : 
1 (check: iy * Send me absolutely FREE a copy of your famous ! 
1 you like: book showing how “ Dynamic, Feasion ” can make H 

me a new man and details of your amazin) 
! 1 A Deep Chest 7-DAY FREE TRIAL OFFER. ° 
1 1 Big Arm Muscles 

NAME. 2. ciecescsesesecse steeds AGE 
| 1 Broad Shoulders (Block Leiters, Please) 
1 Taeee hee ADDRESS jos sasies oesseesabistiee as teneeles 
1 
1 
1 





CHARLES ATLAS 
ON TV 


LAST ROUND 


HE BATTLEFIELDS OF EUROPE SAW MANY BRANDS OF 
AGE WHERE MAN WAS PITTED. 
AGAINST MAN IN SAVAGE CLASHES OF ARMS. BUT EVEN 
wagee SOME MEN FOUND THEIR VALOUR IN STRANGE 








The Last Round 


Chapter 1. Blood Fight 


ON A SULTRY NIGHT IN JUNE 1939, THE CROWD IN THE 
SPORTSPLATZ STADIUM WERE YELLING THEMSELVES 
HOARSE AS HANS SWARTZ, GERMAN HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION. SMASHED HIS OPPONENT TO THE DECK 
FOR THE SIXTH TIME. » 






THE ENGLANDER 
me IS FINISHED! 





I'VE GOT TO STOP 
THE FIGHT! IT'S 
MUROER! 






& MATCHED HIM AGAINST SWARTZ. 
NEEDS MORE EXPERIENCE! 





The Last Round. 3 


IN THOSE FINAL, LONG DRAWN OUT SECONDS BEFORE THE END OF THE ROUND, CARROL 
WAS HELPLESS, "REELING BEFORE A TREMENDOUS OF ONSLAUGHT FROM THE GERMAN/ 


ON 


‘it “4 


ONE SLEDGE-HAMMER PUNCH FELLED THE ENGLISHMAN; WHO HIT is SANVAS AND 
LAY MOTIONLESS. A ROAR OF APPROVAL SWELLED THOME SNE CROW 





The Last Rotnd 
CARROL WAS CARRIED TO THE DRESSING- 
ROOM, STILL UNCONSCIOUS. 


BURCH TOOK 
ONE LOOK AT HIM AND SENT FOR THE 
DocToR . . . 


THE GER 
TO BURCH . 


mat DOCTOR GAVE CARROL A SWIFT EXAMINATION AND SPOKE ARROGANTLY 





The Last Round 


SOMEHOW BURCH MANAGED TO GET HIS MAN INTO A TAX! AND TO THE AIRPORT. THERE, 
THE NAZI CROWD HEAPED ABUSE AND INSULTS ON THE DAZED FIGHTER! 
Mo hess 


TANS 
¢ 


SO THAT IS THE 
GREAT MIKE CARROLI. 

ACH... THE ENGLANDERS 

WILL_KNOW NOW! WE ARE 
A STRONG NATION... 


THE PLANE THAT BURCH AND CARROL TOOK WAS ONE OF THE LAST NORMAL 
ST MEBULED FLIGHTS TO LEAVE BERLIN. AT PARIS AIRPORT, REPORTERS MET ° 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOUR FIGHTER, 
M'SIEU BURCH? 


37 it MUST HAVE 5 
4 BEEN BUTCHERY! gm 





6 The Last Rolnd 


FORE THE NOON EDITIONS OF THE PARIS PAPERS WERE: ON ae STREETS, BURCH 
HAD TAKEN MIKE CARROL TOA PARIS HOSPITAL 


WAS | RISK, BacTOR? 
1S MIKE CARROL THERE IS TRAC 


E 
PERMANENTLY OF SEVERE SHOCK, M’ S1eu 


fT WILL TAKE TIME 













JERRY BURCH HAD SPENT A CORTUNe 
BUILDING UP MIKE CARROL MA 
PROMISING AMATEUR TOA PROFESSIONAL 

BURCH WAS SO SHO FIGHTER 

DAYS OF PRE-WAR TENSION . 8 e 









MY CALL-UP PAPERS 
TO THE RESERVE ..BUT I'VE 
GOT TOLOOK AFTER .. 
- MIKE UNTIL HE 
GETS ON HIS 
FEET AGAIN... 


; EVERY SPORTS WRITER 
( WILL SAY | MISMATCHED 

IM SO AS TO MAKEA 
QUICK PROFIT! 







SRITISH FIGHTER 
FeABt ED IN BERLIN 








The Last Round 7 


ORE THAN EVER BEFORE, BURCH FELT A DEEP RESPONSIBILITY FOR MIKE CARROL, 
TANTLY, HE REPORTED FOR ARMY DUTY WITH HIS OLD REGIMEN 


SS 


YOU WISH TO DEFER 
YOUR RECALL UNTIL THIS 
BOXER, MIKE CARROL,GETS } 

OUT OF HOSPITAL? 


PM SORRY, BURCH + 
WE CAN GIVE YOU.A DAY TO 
; CLEAR UP YOUR AFFAIRS... 
BUT THE ARMY BADLY NEEDS 
MEN LIKE YOU— NOW F 





t.) The Last Round 


BURCH CALLED AT THE HOSPITAL AGAIN, THAT WEEKEN THE NEWS WAS 
ENCOURAGING EXCEPT FOR ONE OMINOUS QUESTION ASKED BY THE DOCTOR, 


THE SHOCK TO CARROL'S BRAIN 
1S RECEDING, MISTER BURCH...BUT IT 
HAS LEFT A STRANGE REACTION. DID ° 
CARROL EVER HAVE A FEAR OF 
FIGHTING BEFORE HIS LAST BOUT? 


S4 

FEAR OF FIGHTING. (j 

1... DON'T UNDERSTAND, #f 
DOCTOR 


aa eae 


SHOCKS 
TO THE BRAIN 
OFTEN LEAVE LEGACIE 
BEHIND. AFTERI HAD 
MY FIRST TALK WITH 
CARROL, IT BECAME 
APPARENT THAT HE 
HAS A STRONG FEAR 
OF FIGHTING... 





The Last Round 9 
BURCH WAS A WORRIED MAN WHEN HE LEFT THE HOSPITAL 


IT LOOKS A 
IKE IS FINISHED 
SA FIG! 


THE EX- MANAGER COULD DELAY HIS RETURN TO THE ARMY NO 
LONGER. NEXT DAY, HE REPORTED FOR DUTY IN HIS OLD RANK 
OF LIEUTENANT. 


TORMENTED BY A DEEP SENSE OF GUILT, BURCH CRACKED Pant RARB ON n> MEN: 
GAINING A REPUTATION AS A STRICT DISCIPLINARIAN 


508: +, THIS BLOKE BURCH 
T LIKE DRILL, THE 
WAY HE KEEPS USAT IT! 





10 The Last Round 


THE COLONEL NOTED THE CHANGE THAT HAD COME OVER JERRY BURCH SINCE THE 
FIGHT IN BERLIN . . 





LIEUTENANT B 
WORRIED ABOUT 
BOXER, MAJOR. | WISH WE 
COULD HELP HIM... 


WAS DISCHARGED. 
HOSPITAL LAST 
., HIS TURN-COMES - 
SCRIPTION SOON... 


| THINK | MAY BE 
ABLE TO DO SOMETHING 
FOR YOUR FIGHTER, 
BURC 


1 SHOULD BE 

GLAD TO HEAR MIKG 
HAD GOT SETTLED 
1N civyy STREET, 





The Last Round 





FIT ENOUGH TO PASS THE 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION! IT'S 
UP TO YOU, BURCH, TO TURN HIM 

INTO A SOLDIER. 


OL TO JOIN THIS 
IMENT TO 


CONFUSED AND DOUBTFUL, BURCH LEFT THE COLONEL'S OFFICE, FOR HOURS HE SAT 
THUMBING THE PAGES OF MIKE CARROL'S SCRAPBOOK, DEEP IN THOUGHT . . 


MAYBE SERVING AS A SOLDIER, 
MIKE WILL FIND HIS COURAGE AND . 
CONFIDENCE AGAIN. BUT IF HE DOESN'T, 
IT'LL BE ANOTHER THING HE'LL 
HOLD AGAINSTME... 








12 The Last Round 


AT LAST, MIKE CARROL RECEIVED HIS CALL-UP PAPERS AND REPORTED TO THE 
HEADQUARTERS OF BURCH’SREGIMENT . . . 


AND HE LOOKS A 
HUNDRED PER CENT Fit! 
MAYBE THE COLONEL WAS 

RIGHT, AFTER ALL. +. / 


MIKE WAS PUT IN BURCH'SPLATOON, BUT THE FIRST TIME THE TWO OF THEM CAME 
FACE TO FACE, THE LIEUTENANT RECEIVED A SHOCK 


7m 


WHOSE BRIGHT IDEA 
WAS THIS, BURCH? YOURS, 
1 SUPPOSE? 





The Last Round rs 
CARROL'S VOICE WAS HARSH WITH PENT-UP FURYAS-HE REPLIED . . 


7 
I'M FINISHED WITH YOU, ee <P 
BURCH, EVERY SPORTS WRITER 4 THOUGHT YOU i 


IN THE BUSINESS SAYS You HT GET THAT IDEA, 


NEARLY GOT ME KILLED AT THE 1 
SPORTSPLATZ AGAINST E.s.I'"M SORRY, 


B SWARTZ... 


YOU'RE GOING TO BE A LOT SORRIER, 
BURCH! YOU GOT ME IN THIS MOB... 
BUT I'M GOING TO MAKE SURE 1GET 





(4 The Last Round 


apter 2. Ghallenge of Arms 


CARROL WASTED NO TIME IN TRYING TO LIVE UP TO HIS BOAST, IN THE SPACE OF A 
FEW WEEKS HE BECAME NOTORIOUS AS THE MOST SLOVENLY SOLDIER IN THE CAMP. 


DEFAULTERS PARADE, SIR... ye THIS IS MIKE'S SIXTH TIME ON 
JAMES, HANNIGAN...AND . JANKERS. WHEN WILL HE LEARN 


CARROL... f HE CAN'T BEAT THE 
. _ ARMY THIS WAY? 


BUT FACTORS MORE POWERFUL THAN DRILL AND PARADE GROUNDS WERE TO HAVE 
THEIR EFFECT ON THE DESTINY-OF PRIVATE MIKE CARROL . : . 


a 


CARROL IS WELL ON HIS 
WAY TO BECOMING ANOTHER 
HARD CASE ON THE ARMY'S. 

BOOKS, SIR... 





The Last Round (5 


AT THAT STAGE IN THE WAR, THE WESTERN DESERT WAS JUST WARMING UPAS A 
BATTLEGROUND. WHEN THE REGIMENT REACHED IT, IT HAD BECOME A COCKPIT 
OF FLAME AND FURY. . « 

—— 


LZ, 2 7 ‘ ee am ZB 


OUR FORWARD 
PLATOONS ARE PINNED 
DOWN, SIR. THERE'S NO 
CHANCE OF RELIEVING | 
THEM TILL NIGHTFALL/ 4 





16 The Last Round 

IT WAS THE HIGH POINT OF THE GERMAN ARMY'S TRIUMPHAL SWEEP ACROSS NORTH 

| AFRICA. THE MIGHTY PANZERS GROUND OPPOSITION TO DUST BEFORE THEM 
Pe be —_ ) 


prs 


bie WAS INTO THIS DEAFENING, DAZZLING MAELSTROM OF WAR THAT PRIVATE MIKE 
RROL, EX- BOXER, WAS PITCHFORKED. SHAKING WITH FEAR, HE cay. PINNED TO 
EARTH BYA MURDEROUS GERMAN ARTILLERY BARRAGE 


I CAN" 3 STAND me 
THE NOISE 
THe. GUNS. a 





The Last Round iT 
BEHIND THE BRIL 
A CRACK UNIT 


MIKE CARROL'S PLATOON FACED THE FIRST WAVE OF THE ENEMY ATTACK/ 


vine ‘es SAWN MN A TITE 

ie (= WE'LL NEVER , = \\ \\' \ \\ " es : /; Uy) 
HOLD THIS LoT! Neen \t rh Y 
THERE $ Pog Many \ A! tie dl 





(6 The Last Round 


SUDDENLY A BLAZE.OF LIGHTS SEEMED TO EXPLODE INSIDE MIKE'S HEAD ASA SHELL 
EXPLODED VIOLENTLY BESIDE HIM.. HE FELL UNCONSCIOUS . 


yf 


SOME TIME BEFORE CARRO 


{T WAS 
A SHAMBL F A WRECKED 





The Last Round 19 


VAGUELY CARRIED ON THE WIND, SOUNDS OF BATTLE CAME FROM THE REAR. INAN 
INSTINCTIVE REFLEX OF FEAR, CARROL BEGAN TO STAGGER AWAY FROM THE NOISE... | 
—=— ZZ 





THE NIGHT FADED, AND DAWN BROKE. EXHAUSTED, THE RELUCTANT SOLDIER 
NOW THE LONE SOLDIER FOUND HIMSELF DROPPED THE EMPTY WATER BOTTLE 

UP AGAINST A MORE DEADLY ENEMY THAN AND SANK WEARILY TO THE SAND. . . 
THE ONE, FROM WHOM HE HAD ESCAPED. 





2 The Last Round 


MEANWHILE, BACK AT COMMAND H.Q., CAPTAIN BURCH WAS 3 Bole FIGHTING ray 
THE DEADLY GERMAN ADVANCE HAD BEEN HALTED AT LAST 


KEEP IT UP, MEN! 
WE'VE GOT TO HOLD THEM 
TILL RELIEF ARRIVES! 


1T WAS TWO HOURS BEFORE REINFORCEMENTS MOVED i, AND CAPTAIN BURCH 
WAS ABLE TO HAND OVER THE POSITION TO THE RELIEVING OFFICER . - 


YOU GOT HERE JUSTINTIME! 
OUR ENTIRE FORWARD POSITIONS 
_ HAVE BEEN WIPED OUT. 


YOU MUST HAVE HAD HEAV 
LOSSES, CAPTAIN. BUTOUR ARTILLERY 
HAS MOVED UP BYNOW. WE'LL GIVE 
JERRY SOME OF HIS OWN MEDICINE / : 





The Last Round 2 


THE BRITISH COUNTER BARRAGE SLAMMED. INTO THE CRACK NAZI TROOPS, 
SMASHING THE LAST POCKETS OF RESISTANCE IN THE SECTORS 


AT LAST, HIS RESPONSIBILITIES HANDED OVER TO SINE RELIEVING OFFICER, BURCH HAD 
A CHANCE TO THINK OF MIKE CARROL . 


| MUST GO UP To SEE IF THERE 
ARE ANY SURVIVORS FROM OUR BUT YOU MUST 
FORWARD PLATOONS... BE TIRED our, 





22 The Last Rouns 


BURCH WAVED OBJECTIONS ASIDE! HIS CONSCIENCE WAS TROUBLING HIM AGAIN. THIS 
WAS THE SECOND TIME HE HAD SENT MIKE CARROL TO FACE GRAVE DANGER . 


THE JERRY BARRAGE WAS 
+ + .MIKE CAN'T 
HAVE SURVIVEO IT... 


THEY REACHED THE WEAPON PITS FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE PLATOON. THE 
SHATTERED RIFLES AND CHAOS OF BATTLETOLD ITS OWN STORY . . . 


MOT A SINGLE 
SURVIVOR, SIR/ OC) I'VE GOT TO FIND, MIKE! 


I'vE GOT TO KNOW 
FOR SURE... 





The Last Round 23 


SUDDENLY, THE LIEUTENANT SPOTTED SOME FOOTPRINTS INTHESAND. oe 





HERE, SiR! 
TT LOOKS AS IF 
ONE OF OUR CHAPS 
MANAGED To GET 
_ AWAY... 


Ufa 
oC Sab RT 


1. MIGHT 
BE MIKE! 


The Last Round 


JEUTENANT AND CAPTAIN BURCH WERE HEADING FOR THE SPOT, THE 
THE SAND REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS . . . 


SEEING THE VAGUE 
SHAPES HASTENING 
TOWARDS HIM, 
CARROL YELLED 
INTERROR ... 


THEY'RE 
COMING FOR ME/ 
THEY WON'T MAKE 
ME FIGHT... 
MUST GET 
AWAY. 





‘The Last Round 25 


MIKE CARROL'S CONFUSED MIND SUDDENLY FLASHED BACK TO THAT GLARING PATCH OF 
PTE SANYAS IN BERLIN, ONCE AGAIN HE COULD FEEL SWARTZ'S PUNCHES RAINING 


THE YOUNG LIEUTENANT WAS A QUICK THINKER. THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING HE 


COULD DO TO STOP THE CRAZED MAN! 


TO DO THIS, 
OLD MAN! 


A 





26 The Last Round 


THE FALL STUNNED MIKE CARROL. A STRETCHER PARTY BORE THE EX-FIGHTER 
BACK TO THEIR OWN LINES . . ° 


TT WAS SOME WEEKS BEFORE CARROL WAS OUT OF HOSPITAL. BY THAT TIME, BURCH 
HAD HAD THE CHANCE TO THINK THINGS OVER - . F 





‘The Cost .Roune 2? 


BURCH FELTA DOUBLE BURDEN OF GUILT. HE HAD MATCHED CARROL AGAINST A MAN 
VASTLY SUPERIOR IN EXPERIENCE AND RINGCRAFT. NOW HE HAD SENT THE SAME 
] MAN INTO BATTLE AGAINST OVERWHELMING ODDS . . ° 


IS THERE A 
CHANCE OF GETTING 
CARROL DISCHARGED 


BOTH MEN KNEW THERE WAS ONLY 


AT WOULD Gi 1K! 
CARROL IS SUFFERING ¥% TO STAND AGAIN ON HIS OWN FEET. . . AS 
FROM A KIND OF DELAYED AMAN.. . 
SHOCK... AND 'M SURE 
(ITHAS AFFECTED HIS 
INNER CONFIDENCE... 


THE ONLY WAY CARROL 
CAN REGAIN HIS CONFIDENCE 
is TO Know TO HIMSELF THAT 





2B The Cast Round 


CHECKING ON NEW.ARRIVALS ONE MORNING,CAPTAIN BURCH FOUND THE PROBLEM 
WAS BACK IN H1S COMPANY AGAIN . «+ 



























REPLACEMENTS TO 

BRING UP COMPANY 

STRENGTH, CAPTAIN... 

AND HOSPITAL DISCHARGE 
CASES... 
















fe 
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il 








The Last Round 2 


iN THE FRONT LINE TRENCHES, THE SERGEANT IN CHARGE OF MIKE CARROL'S 
PLATOON CONFIDED HIS MISGIVINGS TO BURCH. 


MY BET IS JERRY'LL 
HAVE ANOTHER CRACK 
WITH HIS ARMOUR BEFORE 
NIGHTFALL, SIR, I'D LIKE 
TO aa teal Nerds UP \ 


A GOOD IDEA, 
SERGEANT. 


THE PATROL SHOULD 
TAKE PRISONERS, IF 
POSSIBLE, SERGEANT, 
AS IT'S A DIFFICULT 
SECTOR, I'LL LEAD... 


you'LL LEAD 
THE PATROL, SIR? 
BUT’... 





The Last Round 
BURCH'S THOUGHTS WERE ON MIKE CARROL AS HE SELECTED HIS MEN FOR THE PATROL. 
THIS MIGHT BE THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE TH 
REALITY AND REGAIN HIS LOST FIGHTING SPIRIT 
ouneneery 


ie YOUNG BOXER FACE UP TO 


SURELY YOU'RE NOT 
TAKING CARROL wire YOU, 
SIR? HE'S NOT 


NOT RELIABLE, 
EH, SERGEANT? 





The Last Round 31 


THE SILENCE SEEMED TO HANG IN THE AIR, GRIM AND HEAVY, NOW THE ENEMY GUNS HAD. 
CEASED FIRING. SUDDENLY THE WATCHFUL GERMAN SPOTTERS FIRED A FLARE, MIKE 
CARROL'S SLOW REACTION LEFT HIM FROZEN IN THE HARSH WHITE LIGHT! 


CARROL... 
GET DOWN! 


THEY'VE 
SPOTTED HIM{ 


ACHTUNG! 
ENEMY PATROL! 





The Last Round 


WITH PI INT ACCURACY, THE GERMAN CREW LOBBED A BOMB RIGHT INTO THE CENTRE 
OF THE SMALL KNOT OF BRITISH TROOPS. A GOUT OF ORANGE FLAME AND A RENDING 
BLAST- WAVE SENT BURCH: STAGGERING . . . 





32 





r; 


BURCH FOUND HIMSELF STARING INTO WITH A MAD, UNREASONING FURY, THE 
THE WILD TERROR OF MIKE CARROL'S Bi ilAA ie MAN TURNED ON CAPTAIN 


FACE! 


WE'VE GOT 
TO GET OUT OF 
WSR / : 
2 . STAY WHERE 


YOU ARE, i FS ? 
MIKE! og 
. STOPPING 
+ “\_ HERE To DIE! 
Z . I) oe 


Ul: 7, 


GET DOWN! YOU WON'T 
LAST FIVE SECONDS IN 
THAT MORTAR BARRAGE! 





The Last Round 33 


MIKE CARROL TELUS THE SMALLER MAN ASIDE. INHIS BLIND FEA E WAS 
4 CLIMBING FROM COVER, WHEN THE MORTAR BARRAGE STOPPED AND A FIGURE 
LOOMED UP BErORe HIM! 





ENGLANDER... | 
1 TAKE YOU 
PRISONER! 


\" \\N hl li i" Ma Ya 





34 The Last Round 


‘THINGS HAD HAPPENED TOO FAST FOR CARROL'S SPINNING BRAIN. HE COLLAPSED AND 
FELL BACK UNCONSCIOUS, BURCH CROUCHED IN THE SHELL- HOLE AS THE SOUND OF 
FIRING GREW LOUDER : . - 





CARROL IS LICKED/ BUT! CAN'T 
LET THEM KNOW IT WAS A/S FAULT 
THAT THE PATROL WAS WIPED OUT... 


AT DAWN A PROBING SPEARHEAD FROM THE BRITISH LINES FOUND THE TWO 
SURVIVORS . . . 


THIS MAN WAS 
BADLY SHOCKED BY THE 
MORTAR FIRE, SERGEANT, 
AFTER HE TRIED TO: SAVE 
THE PATROL / 








e Last Round Ris 
URCH LIED AGAIN, IN CARRO! 





{ MUST HAYE BLACKED 
OuT AFTER THE MORTAR ATTACK , 
++ {F CARROL HADN'T TAKEN 
MY PISTOL THAT ENEMY SOLDIER 
WOULD HAVE KILLED US BOTH. 
CARROL PROVED Hi MSELF, 
A FIRST-CLASS SOLDIER! 


AS HE WALKED AWAY, BURCH FELT THEIR EYES BORING INTO HIS BACK: HE HAD 
Pia a a CAST SouETS ON HIS OWN CAPACITY ASA SOLDIER . . . FOR CARROL'S 


! MUST HAVE MADE 

AMISTAKE ABOUT CARROL. iS BURCH CRACKING UP? 

HE SHOWED MORE SPIRIT BE ADMITS HE LOST THAT PATROL | 
THAN THE CAPTAIN’ MAYBE HE'S GETTING TOO ,’ 


OLD FoR COMMAND 


iZ 
=~ 


aS 


YW 4 
Wee 


ge 
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\ 
{ 


Cy 
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\ 
n 





36 The Last Round 


Chapter 3. The Reckoning 


THE STORY OF THE LOSS OF THE PATROL TRAVELLED FAST. BUT THERE WAS ONE MAN 
WHO HAD NO DOUBTS ABOUT BURCH’S ABILITIES AS A LEADER . . . 





















I'VE GOT EVERY 
CONFIDENCE IN YOU 
BURCH...SQ MUCH Sd, THAT 
'M DETAILING YOU FOR A 
SPECIAL MISSION... 







SPECIAL 








M4 iy. ee SP 5 > | 
| rs Ry y: 






UP aa 


cS 








The Last Round 


Pas (TALIANS AR 
PEACE. T 


THE ONE MAN WHO. 
THE NEGOTIATIONS, COUNT CORRILI. 
O HIM ONTHE ISLAND OF 
VELTURNO, WE We TO 
TAKE HIM AWAY FROM 
THEM/ 


THERE'S ONE SNAG, BURCH. 
THE GERMANS ARE MOVING INA 
SPECIAL PARATROOP UNIT TO TAKE 
OVER THE GUARD DUTIES... 


LIKE TOP LEVEL 


STUFF, SIR! 





The Last Round 


IT SOUNDS LIKEA 
TOUGH MISSION FOR 
ORDINARY TROOPS, 


siR, 


IF [T LEAKED OUT” 
THAT A SPECIAL UNIT 
WAS BEING FLOWN IN, 
THE GERMANS MIGHT 
SHOOT THE COUNT. WE 
CAN'T TAKE THE CHANCE, 










YOULL BE TAKEN TO THE 
ISLAND BY SUBMARINE, CAPTAIN, 
ONE ONG FURTHER FACT MAY INTEREST 
RMAN GARRISON 
"COYMANCER I AN 1S AN EX- ne 









The Last Round 39 





HANS SWARTZ/ 
THE MAN WHO 
HAMMERED 
MIKE CARROL! 
'VE GOT TO SEE 
MIKE... 


AS A RESULT OF BURCH’ GLOWING REPORTS OF MIKE'S COURAGE AND INITIATIVE THE 
EX-FIGHTER HAD COME HELD IN NEW RESPECT BY HIS COMRADES, THERE WAS A 
CONFIDENT QUALITY UT CARROL NOW . . . 


THE COLONEL’S GIVEN 

MEA SPECIAL MISSION, 

MIKE...YOU MAY BE 
tNTERESTED .. - 


FORGET IT, BURCH 
I'M NOT DOING 


YOU ANY. 
. FAVOURS. 





The Last Round 
SHREWDLY, BURCH REALISED THAT CARROL VALUED THIS NEW-FOUND RESPECT . 





EVERYBODY IN THE COMPANY THINKS 
YOu'RE A HERO, CARROL. ., BECAUSE | TOLD 
THEM $0! BUT WHEN !'M GONE, YOU'LL HAVE 
TO STAND ALONE AGAIN... THE COMPANY 

WILL SOON FIND OUT YOU'RE NOT MUCH 

OF A FIGHTING MAN/ - 


DARN YOU, BURCH! 
LEAVE ME ALONE! 


BUT DESPITE HIS BLUSTER, MIKE CARROL KNEW THE TRUTH ALREADY . .. THAT 
WITHOUT BURCH TO LEAN ON, HE WAS FINISHED, BOTH AS A SOLDIER AND AMAN! 
. . ‘ . 


A WEEK LATER 





CARROL VOLUNTEERED, AS 
i KNEW HE WOULD... I'VE 
GOT TO MAKE HIM SEE THAT 
THIS IS HIS GREATEST 
2 FIGHT. 





Fhe Last Round 


“THAT NIGHT, A BRITISH SUBMARINE, WITH BURCH’S PARTY ON BOARD, SLIPPED HER 
MOORINGS AND HEADED TOWARDS THE ENEMY- HELD ISLAND. . - 





AS HE TALKED OVER THE FINAL DETAIL: THE ASSAULT WITH THE OTHER OFFICERS, 
CAPTAIN BURCH WAS CONSCIOUS OF TH AVY RESPONSIBILITY THAT HAD BEEN 


THRUST UPON HIM . 
(|= 
WE'LL SLIP IN AT NIGHT... 


THERE'S PLENTY OF WATER IN THE 
BAY BELOW THE CASTLE WHERE 
THEY HAVE THE PRISONER... 








o7z4 The Last Round 


WE att Ce MARINA oR HIGH ABOVE RUGGED CRAGS ON THE SMALL ISLAND OF 
=. 


| WANT A DOUBLE GUARD POSTED! 
LET US SHOW THESE ITALIAN FOOLS 
HOW REAL SOLDIERS TURN TO! 


my " 


pigs 
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= 'f: : 4h a P< 


IT WAS INTO THIS DEADLY VIPER’S NEST THAT THE BRITISH SUBMARINE CREPT, HUGGING 
THE SEA BED UNTIL SHE WAS CLOSE INSHORE . 





44 The Last Round 


THE NIGHT WAS BLACK WHEN SHE SURFACED AND THE RAIDERS MOVED TOWARDS THE 
SHORE IN RUBBER DINGHIES. BURCH HAD HiS FIRST STIRRINGS OF DOUBT. 


THIS'LL BE A TOUGH NUT TO CRACK. 
A SMALL FORCECOULD HOLD THIS PLACE 
AGAINST ALL COMERS, THOSE CRAGS 
WOULD MAKE GOOD COVER FoR 
MACHINE'GUN NESTS... 








+ THE UNIT MADE ALANDING ON A SPUR OF ROCK, WELL HIDDEN BY THE 
OVERHANGING CRAGS . . . 


SO FAR, 
SO GOOD, 'siR. 
WHAT NOW? 


; WE'LL SPLIT INTO TWO 
: GROUPS, LIEUTENANT. YOU 
NN TAKE ONE PARTY UP THE 
> pee. OTHER SIDE. . 
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EDGING ROUNDA SPUR OF BOCK, BURCH SRONTED THE FIRST OF THE NAZI 
MACHINE-GUN NESTS/ 


THAT'S GOT 
To BE KNOCKED OUT 
++. WITHOUT TOO 


MUCH NOISE...» 





& The Lak Rotting 


HE ACTED QUICKLY, HAND SIGNALS BROUGHT THE REST OF HIS GROUP WITHIN STRIKING 
RANGE OF THE'UNSUSPECTING 
GERMANS. THEN THEY STRUCK... 


CAPTAIN BURCH NOTICED THE PALE, SET FACE OF MIKE CARROL. . . 


L 


CARROL'S FEELING — \ 

THE TENSION... r'V 

GOT TO KEEP AN EYE 
ONHIM... 


.. THIS SILENCE!... 

T'S UNEARTHLY. ..1 WON' 

E ABLE TO STAND IT MUC 
INGE 
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BURCH'S ATTACK FORCE CLIMBED STILL ape ‘Bur HE KNEW THES COULD NOT 
HOPE TO ESCAPE DETECTION FOR MUCH LONG 





ANOTHER 
LooK-OuT Post! 
THE ISLAND IS 
RIDDLED WITH oD, 
JeRRIES! 


STRAINED TO BREAKING POINT, CARROL 
REACTED DRAMATICAL asi THe SIGHT 
OF THE GERMAN SENT 





48 fhe Last Round 


THE MACHINE-GUN NESTS! 
HE'LL ALERT THEM With 


THAT NOISE, 


ACHTUNG! 
OPEN FIRE! 


FRANTICALLY, CARROL 
BLUNDERED DOWN 
THE STEEP SLOPE, 
SENDING TORRENTS 
OF LOOSE SHALE 
CASCADING TO THE 
ROCKS BELOW... 
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BURCH FLUNG HIMSELF AT THE YOUNG BOXER AND PUSHED HIM anit CONVERS CHIPS OF 
ROCK, SHATTERED BY SPANDAU BULLETS, FLEW ON ALL SIDES 


CARROL SUDDENLY RELAXED. 
THE COVER OF THE ROCK 


YOU'VE DONE IT TH! IS TIME! 
THEY! VE GOT US PINNED DOW 
» AND THE WHOLE ARIS Kae 
* WILL BE ALERTED! Do 





5D The Last Round 


UNDER THE BLAST OF ENEMY FIRE, ee 
— A 


TOLD MIKE CARROL WHY THEY WER! 
THERE... AND TOLD HIM THE NAME OF 
THE GERMAN COMMANDER. . 

SUICIDE MISSION, 

BURCH! you 

TRICKED ME 


INTO (Tf 





YOU MEAN. 
HANS SWARTZ 
1§ UP THERE! 


YES, HE'S UP THERE, 
WAITING To GIVE THE 
ORDER TO HIS MEN TO 

m FINISH US OFF... 


FOR YOU, MIKE, tT 
MIGHT BE A CHANCE 
TO LIVE AGAIN... 


BURCH SPOKE THE TRUTH, FOR, AT THAT MOMEN MAIOK SWARTZ HAD RECEIVED 
INFORMATION OF THE BRITISH’ LANDING 


BRITISH TROOPS! 
THE FOOLS... THEY 
HAVEN'T GOTA 
CHANCE! 


OUR MACHINE-GUNS 
HAVENS PUES 





The Last Round 





DON'T PIN THEM DOWN. 

GET THEM OUT OF COVER, 

HAUPTMANN! USE EVERY 
AVAILABLE MAN! 


aid SWARTZ'S INSTRUCTIONS, THE ELITE NAZI PARATROOPS PREPARED TO FORCE THE BRITISH | 
ROM THE.ROCK FISSURES WHERE THEY HAD TAKEN COVER.. 
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‘A HANDFUL OF ITALIANS HAD REMAINED BEHIND TO HELP WITH GARRISON DUTIES. NOW 
THEY WERE TO BE LEFT TOGUARD THE FORTRESS . . . 





... 1 DON'T TRUST THOSE ITALIANS/ 
PUT THEM ON THE RAMPARTS TO KEEP 
WATCH . ... AND KEEP AN EYE ON 

THEM YOURSELF. . ./ 





JAYYOHL, 
HERR MAJOR... 


MEANWHILE BURCH STILL CROUCHED IN COVER WITH CA L . ASHE HAD BEEN 
TALKING, A STRANGE LOOK HAD COME OVER THE BIG MA FACE . . 


MANY TIMES I'VE CURSED 
MYSELF FOR MATCHING YOU WITH 
SWARTZ IN BERLIN, MIKE. BUT 

e | THOUGHT YOU COULD 
LICKHIM .,. 


SO THAT'S WHY you 
FINAGLED ME INTO YOUR 
COMPANY, EH? AND WHY 


YOU TOLD THAT LIE THAT 
MADE ME LOOK LIKE 


A HERO? 








'D LIKE You 
TO KNOW THE 
TRUTH BEFORE 

T'S ALL OVER, 

MIKE... 


” YOU THOUGHT 
1 COULD LICK SWARTZ! 


IN ME FOR THAT... BUT 
1 FAILED YOU... AND 
BLAMED YOU FOR TRYING 
TO MAKE A PROFIT OUT, 
OF MEf 


se Miya, 


wy 


IT WAS AS IF MIKE HAD 
BECOME A NEW MAN... 
OR RATHER, THE MAN HE 
HAD BEEN BEFORE HIS 
FIGHT 1N BERLIN, 
WITHOUT HESITATION, HE 
SPRANG FROM COVER 
TOWARDS THE GERMAN 
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THAT'S HOW THE 
SPORTS WRITERS 
WROTE ITUP 


+. YOU DID 
EVERYTHING TO MAKE 
ANEW MAN OF ME... 
AND | ONLY INSULTED 

YOU FORIT... 
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COOLLY, MIKE FORCED HIS WAY UP THE CRAGS. THE FIRST NAZI WHO BLOCKED THE 
PATH FELL BEFORE HE COULD LEVEL HIS RIFLE . . - 


DIE, 
ENGLANDER! 
+. + AAAAGHS 





The Last Round 





55 


HAD TRANSFORMED MIKE INTO A ONE MAN ARMY. HE WALKED 


EVENT: 
OF ALL THAT THE GERMANS THREW AT HIM. HIS SHEER BRAVADO 
TO GIVE GROUND .- 3 wie ‘ 


HE IS A MADMAN! 
FALL BACK... 
SCHNELL! 


JERRY BURCH WAS CLOSE BEHIND MIKE, THE MOST PERILOUS PART OF THEIR 
MISSION STILL LAY AHEAD cae 


THEIR GUNS 
CAN'T GET US HERE, MIKE. 
LET'S WAIT FOR THE REST 

OF THE BLOKES ... 


SORRY, JERRY... 
"M GOING ONS 
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BURCH LIFTED A HAND TO STOP THE YOUNG' EX- BOXE! oe . 





YOU CAN'T GO, MIKE! 
| YOU'VE ALREADY TAKEN 
‘FANTASTIC CHANCES ON 
THE LAST STRETCH! 
YOUR LUCK WON'T 
HOLD Our! 


HE OWES ME A 
RETURN MATCH Ll 


MIKE CARROL HEADED OFF. JERRY BURCH PICKED UP HIS GUN AND FOLLOWED, HIS FACE 
SET AND GRIM . . : 


Hil WS 


i 


G 
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BURCH KNEW THE ODDS WERE HEAVILY STACKED AGAINST THEM, BUT THEIR SHEER 
DARING REDUCED THOSE ODDS, THEY STORMED THE NEXT NAZI MACHINE-GUN POST 
BEFORE THE CREW HAD TIME TO SPOT THEM . . . 





\'M_ON MY WAY, 
ARTZ! ... I'VE 





Be The Last Round 


A FORMIDABLE FIGHTING TEAM, THE YOUNG BOXER AND HIS FORMER MANAGER, 
LEAPED INTO THE MIDST OF THE STARTLED GERMANS IN THE NEXT MACHINE-GUN 





IT'S AS MUCH * 
_ MY FIGHT ASITIS 
YOURS, MIKE! 


THIS IS IT/ 
WE CAN'T BLAST 
\ THROUGH THAT! ° 


TOO BAD, MIKE. — 
1T REALLY 


LIFE AWAY To PROVE 
THAT YOU WERE 
NEVER REALLY 

= LICKED? ~ 
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WITHOUT SAYING ANOTHER WORD, JERRY 
BURCH LEAPT FROM BEHIND THE ROCKS 

AND CHARGED FRANTICALLY TOWARDS 

THE PILL-BOX. 





IT'S WORTH FBS 
ITTOME, & 
JERRY. 
ne Y THAT'S WHAT 
L EXPECTED YOU TO: 
SAY, MIKE. THEN THIS 1S 
MY CHANCE TO EVEN 
THE SCORE WITH 
YOU FOR THAT 
BERLIN FIGHT... 


JERRY... 
COME BACK! 
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WHEN THE REST OF THE UNIT ARRIVED, MIKE WAS STANDING BLANK-FACED, THE LIM! 
BODY OF JERRY BURCH IN HIS ARMS . . 









IT'S 
PRIVATE CARROL! 
WHAT'S BEEN 
GOING ON, 
CARROL? 






AS BURCH AND CARROL HAD DRAWN THE ENEMY FIRE WITH TACTICS, THE 
LIEUTENANT'S PARTY HAD MET.LITTLE OPPOSITION. AT TH THE 
DEMORALISED ITALIANS SURRENDERED WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


P TIS THE 
INGLESI! 


-.. WE 
SURRENDER! 
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IT THE RESIDUE OF GERMAN TROOPS LEFT IN THE FORTRESS WERE MADE OF 
MAJOR HANS SWARTZ WATCHED AS THE BATTLE SWAYED 


7 BU 
STERNER STUFF. 
} ACROSS THE COURTYARD 


THe BRITISH HAVE 
K BROKEN THROUGH, 
HERR MAJOR! '/\ 


Y GET OUTOF 
MY WAY, DOLT! 
THE ITALIAN, 
TRAITOR MUST DIE 

FORE THE BRITISH 


BE 
4N CAPTURE HIM! 
SWARTZ RAN FOR THE STEPS. 


A BURST OF FIRE KILLED THE OFFICER AT HIS SIDE AS 
MIKE.CARROL SHOUTED AS SWARTZ WHEELED . 


“4 FOOL ; 
(ENGLANDEQ!, 
YOU WILL DIE! 





We 


SWARTZ'S LUGER WAS RAISED, HIS FINGER WAS SQUEEZING THE TRIGGER AS A 


‘BURST FROM MIKE'S GUN HAMMERED HIM TO THE GROUND 


“AND IT WAS AS HE LAY ON THE STONE STEPS, STARING UP AT HIS CONQUEROR,, 
THAT HE RECOGNISED HiM . . . : 


pram. 


+o. MIKE CARROL...! 
THE ENGLANDER 
BOXER... 


i 
aly 


Z 
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AS THE BRITISH TROOPS TOOK THE La COUR eee Li ed THE BEACH, MIKE 
WALKED AWAY FROM THE DEAD GERMA 








The Last Round ; 
. ONE OF THEM IN ORDER 


TWO MEN FROM MIKE'S PAST HAD DIED THAT NIGHT . . 
JO HELP MIKE CARROL OVERCOME THAT PAST. BUT AT LAST, MIKE CARROL HAD 
CONQUERED HIS FEARS . . . ONCE AGAIN, HE WASA FIGHTER .. . 


a OS 


\ 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 165—FIRST OF THE LINE No. 167—THE BRAVE AND THE 
DAMNED 


% mm. AMD THE 


DMAKMARIET 





A proud tradition of discipline and He was a man without fear, ruthlessly 
courage can be tough on those who bringing to reality the fortune-teller’s 
come into conflict with it. predictions—to the very last word! 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 166—MASSACRE MOUNTAIN 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
5th November, are :— 
No. 168—THE WILL TO FIGHT No. I70—FOXHOLE GLORY 
No. 169—CROSSFIRE No. 17I—CHINDIT 





TIQOB oirreRENT Ui 
G 


‘AMP YOU GET 116 om) 
ALL DIFFERENT S e 

GENUINE STAMPS Catn 
including: monaco—tourdes diamond shape: 


GERMANY — Sputnik; RED CHINA— Liberation; 
ALBANIA — 192! Revolution (3); LATVIA — Airman; 
CZECH—Stalin; ESTONIA—Nazi Issue; ALLIED MILITARY 
GOV'T; ISRAEL; ARGENTINA and dozens of other 
fascinating and unusual stamps from all over the world. 
You also get: 88 stamp size Flags of the Nations to dress 
up your album! Planet Mail and Boy Scout Souvenir sheets! 
FREE! Complete set of 4 facsimiles of the historic Suez 
Canal Co. stamps. Issued 92 years ago—withdrawn within 
| month. Originals sell for up to £50 each at auction! 
GRAND TOTAL 208 DIFFERENT ITEMS. USUALLY 
6/6. ALL FOR |/- TO INTRODUCE OUR BARGAIN 
APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO 
YOU FOR FREE INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT, 
RETURN THE REST IN [4 DAYS.) 
Money back if not 100°, delighted 


SEND NAME AND ADDRESS AND I/- ASK 


FOR LOTP.14.0R MAIL COUPON TODAY 


] TO: BROADWAY APPROVALS 
50, DENMARK HILL 
| LONDON, ses.” (LOTP.I4) Le 


l enclose | /-. Rush me the complete collection of 
208 different items including the 4 Suez facsimiles. 
Send a selection of bargain approvals for free 


MY NAME.___ 
coe 


(Please print carefully!) | 


[BROADWAY APPROVALS: 50. DENMARK HILL. LONDON.S.E.5. 





